
 

 

The Law Society of Alberta - Viscount Bennett Scholarship
Supporting Post-Graduate Studies in Common Law 
 
The Right Honourable Viscount Bennett, PC, KC, LLD, DCL, sought to encourage a high standard of legal education, 
training and excellence. In 1943, he established a trust fund with 100 shares of Royal Bank stock, valued at $100 per 
share. The value has increased significantly, allowing the Viscount Scholarship Selection Committee (Committee) to 
award up to three scholarships annually. 

 
AWARD 
 

1. An award of up to $20,000 may be paid annually to provide for post-graduate studies in an institution of 
higher learning, in common law, approved by the Committee.  

2. If, in the opinion of the Committee, no suitable application is received, no award will be made.  
3. More than one award may be made annually if, in the opinion of the Committee, there is justification. 

 
ELIGIBILITY  
 

4. Applicants must be law graduates, articling students or members of the Law Society of Alberta, 
ordinarily resident in, or if not presently resident in, then with an express intention to return to Alberta.  

5. Awards will be made by the Committee based primarily on the academic excellence displayed by the 
applicant in University and law school. The Committee may also have regard for the applicant’s: 

a. Degree of involvement in law school, in University, in community and in legal affairs; 
b. Financial need (all other things being equal or very near equal); 
c. Other scholarships or awards. 

 
APPLICATION 
 

6. Applications are to be sent to: 
Paul D. Paton, JSD 
Dean of Law and Wilbur Fee Bowker Professor of Law 
487 Law Centre, University of Alberta 
Edmonton, AB T6G 2H5 
Telephone: 780.492.5590; Fax: 780.492.4924; Email: lawdnsec@ualberta.ca 
 

7. The application should include: 
a. Vitae of personal and professional information, including applicant’s past, current and likely 

future connection to Alberta; 
b. Official University transcripts (pre-law and law school); 
c. List of awards and prizes, if applicable; 
d. A list and status of other award/scholarship applications; 
e. Three letters of references, at least two of which must be academic; 
f. The name of the institution(s) where application has been made for post-graduate study; 
g. Description of research plan and proposed course of study; 
h. Description of future plans; 
i. Evidence of financial need, including proposed budget; and 
j. Any other relevant information. 

 
8. Letters of application must be postmarked no later than May 1, 2019. 

 
Application information will be shared with the members of the Committee only. 
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